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SPEECH BY GEORGE YEO (#% )
SINGAPORE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE "THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF INSTITUTES
& LIBRARIES FOR CHINESE OVERSEAS STUDIES" ON 18 AUG 2005 AT 9.20 AM

1. Today's conference commemorates the 600th Anniversary of the first of Zheng He's voyages amidst considerable optimism
about China's future in the 21st century. This was not the case a hundred years ago. In 1905, the 500th Anniversary would not
have been celebrated at all. The Qing Dynasty was in its death throes. Ten years earlier, after the defeat of the Chinese fleet, the
Treaty of Shimonoseki gave Taiwan to Japan which occupied it for 50 years. In 1905, Japan also annihilated the Russia Baltic
fleet in the Straits of Tsushima. The 1911 Revolution in China and the 1917 Revolution in Russia which followed were defining
events at the beginning of the 20th Century. The fires of nationalism were also lit in India and Southeast Asia. The whole of Asia
was in turmoil. Japan's non-peaceful emergence helped to hasten the end of the Western empires in Asia. With the dismantling of
the Ottoman Empire after the First World War, the Islamic world entered a new phase. Ataturk's refusal of the Caliphate left the
Islamic world leaderless creating a spiritual void which spawned new movements, one of which evolved to become the driving
philosophy of Al Qaeda today. Among the Western powers, the centre of power moved across the Atlantic from Great Britain to
the United States
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A Message from the Premier

As Premier of the Province of British Columbia, I am very pleased to welcome everyone
h SR v
to the 5" Intemational Conference of Institutes and Libraries for Chinese Overseas

Studies

The conference presents an excellent opportunity to build on the relationship between
librarians, archivists, and scholars and explore the theme of Chinese transnational
migration. I wish you the very best in your deliberations as you network with your peers
and develop best practices in documentation and information sharing %

tend my

To the delegates who are visiting from outside of Vancouver, I would like to e.
warmest welcome to you. I hope your stay at the University of British Columbia will be

most pleasant and rewarding

Please accept my best wishes for a productive and interesting conference.

Sincerely
Christy Clark
Premier
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1. Go beyond collection building to content creation
B R, B IRl N A AIiE
2+ From “Service-and-support” approach to a partnership
M RS SCIFEL” Heln SR
3. from a “scholar-practitioner’” to active researcher
N CEERIEATE” IR 5T

(Corrall, 2014)
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