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o ldentifying the Unsung Hero behind the “Collection ofu
Chinese Textbooks” of UC, Berkeley

Abstract: The archival and special collections related to Chinese studies in
North America may not be processed and entered into the library
catalogs timely due to complex historical reasons. So is the case of the
“Collection of Chinese Textbooks” of UC, Berkeley, which doesn’t have
adequate information in its record description, especial about its donor
Terry Tong. This article is to examine Tong’s Chinese identity and clarify
his biographical information. It was found that Tong was a WWII hero, an
acclaimed architect who contributed greatly to the Chinese community.
Tong can be considered a typical representative of numerous unsung
heroes of Chinese origin. The article also recommends the close
collaboration between librarians and archivists of different departments
and institutions so as to ensure the adequate and accurate information
for archival description of Chinese and other non-English collections and

facilitate diversity, equity and inclusion. :
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ll. Collection of Chinese Textbooks

Details

Creator

Title

Format
Creation Date
Language note
Description

Subject

Genre
Source

Tong, Terry. Collector. >

Collection of Chinese textbooks, 1900s-1920s.
2 cartons (2.5 linear ft.)

1907 - 1927

Chinese.

Chiefly textbooks, including classical Chinese language, history, literature, philosophy,
geography, math, economy, political science, and psychology, as well as a cookbook, and
books concerning religion, and medicine. Also includes materials relating to the Chinese
Constitutionalist Party, including two books about Kang, Youwei's murder of Liu Boming,
and original receipts of donations to the Chinese Constitutionalist Party.

Political parties -- China >

Chinese Americans -- Politics and government »

China -- Study and teaching >

Textbooks
Library Catalog
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Terry Tong JE 7K £ (1921-2016)
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Collection of Chinese textbooks, Ethnic Studies Library JEENT 70 K F51E

The Terry Tong Collection (ca 1943 - 1994), Environmental Design
Archives, Environmental Design Library 545 %11 KB 1E




Photos courtesy of Terry Tong

Tong as an infantryman in Italy
after the Allies invaded Sicily.
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Medals and dog tags surround the
shrapnel that dug into Tong's face.
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Introduction

mmmMrmmmmmmmmum ﬂthmdmam
Oral Mistory collections at Columbla. Most of the collections were , acquired In 4
umwmmmmmmm.mmmwwwm
about and consulted by students and scholars researching modern China,

Al the original Chinese oral history collections are kept at the Rare Book and Manuscript Library (RBML) at
Columbia, Somemnummmmmmmtmuu-mnmmmm«w
new users. Among other problems, assume that records for these Chinese-language oral histories

mmmmmcmmamuw«wmm».m&mwm.
and converted to LC pinyin system, and so are searchable in CLIO, but in fact this is not true. Many authors
and titles of the oral histories, if known, are not directly searchable. Some general titles of oral history
projects are searchable, and the search results offer substantial useful information in great detall. Yet,
wmwmmmmmwm and some specific personal papers and
archives cannot be located this way.! Moreover, it seems the Journal of East Asian Libraries and other
memlmmmummnmtmmmmmwnm
collectson,

The Chinese Oral History project at Columbia officially started in 1958 and ended in 1980, Prof, C, Martin
Wilbur, the project co-director, prepared an updated, but unfinished inventory for RBML in 1984, A
number of other Chinese-related oral history projects of significant importance were conducted at or
collected by Columbia. The available guides, peinted in 1972, 1979, and 1984, were collected by some
institutions, but they have been found not to be perfect in meeting the rescarch needs of the new
generation of users who are used to renewed, updated search tools. The general guide at RBML, which has
been very useful, seems to be the aggregate of documents such as guides, inventories, and relevant journal
articles from various sources at different time, Many of the documents in the guide are informal
documents, with undated handwritten notes and corrections,

It is necessary 1o offer an updated, comprehensive, consistent overview of Chinese oral history collections
at Columbia for better access by users and librarians alike. Chinese oral Mstory collections at Columbia
mainly consist of the Chinese Oral History Project collection, the China Missionaries Project collection, the
Academica Sinica Institute of Modern History oral history collection, and the Zhang Xueliang oral history

"1 wish to acknowledge the C. V. Starr East Asian Library at Columbia, particularly Dr. Amy V. Mesarich, the Director,
and Ms, Ria Koopmans-de Brulin, Cast Astan Studies Librarian, for the opportunity to explore the collections and for
thedr general support, lman«M(m mwwdm«mmwum
Libwary (RBML), who helped me better of the cel and their related issues before his
fecent retirement. Mlapululw Curator of Bidliogs S who my many
stored at REML. Dr. T“M(‘l‘ K. Tong) and Dr. Jim Seymour, who
anwucmwmm for sharing with me some personal experiences that they
now can recall. Any errors, however, remain mine alone.
'wmuw;mmd«ammmmuw

decent collection of Chinese rare books, of which only three tities have been cataioged. Soren Edgren {1990) revealed
that the Chinese rare book collection at REML has o number of sample leaves of rare Song edition.

¥ The Journal of Asien Studies carried a book review article on & published oral Mstory of LI Tsung-jen (L Zongren)
(Lary, 1980) and 1t briefly mentioned Columbia Chinese Oral History Project.
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https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_11364481
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