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THEOGONY

Helius (Sun) and gleaming Selene (Moon), and Earth and
great Ocean and black Night, and the holy race of the other
immortals who always are.

(22) One time, they? taught Hesiod beautiful song
while he was pasturing lambs under holy Helicon. And this
speech the goddesses spoke first of all to me, the Olympian
Muses, the daughters of aegis-holding Zeus: “Field-dwell-
ing shepherds, ignoble disgraces, mere bellies: we know
how to say many false things similar to genuine ones, but
we know, when we wish, how to proclaim true things.”
So spoke great Zeus’ ready-speaking daughters, and they
plucked a staff, a branch of luxuriant laurel, a marvel, and
gave it to me; and they breathed a divine voice into me, so
that T might glorify what will be and what was before, and
they commanded me to sing of the race of the blessed ones
who always are, but always to sing of themselves first and
last.

(35) But what is this to me, about an oak or a rock??
Come then, let us begin from the Muses, who by singing
for their father Zeus give pleasure to his great mind within
Olympus, telling of what is and what will be and what was
before, harmonizing in their sound. Their tireless voice
flows sweet from their mouths; and the house of their
father, loud-thundering Zeus, rejoices at the goddesses’

2 The Muses. .

3 A proverbial expression, possibly already so for Hesiod,; its
origin is obscure but its meaning here is evidently, “Why should 1
waste time speaking about irrelevant matters?”
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PRAEFATIO

Di1aLoG! qui in hoc uolumine continentur omnes testi-
monio codicum ad tres familias pertinentium nituntur.
familiae hae sunt:

FAMILIA 3
(1) Cod. Bodl. MS E. D. Clarke 39 (B) (ap 895). de hoc

codice iam notissimo longius disserere superuacuum est.
manu Jloannis Calligraphi, scribae satis diligentis, Arethae
iussu perfectus, codicum omnium qui tetralogias I-VI exhi-
bent uetustissimus est. lectiones eius, quas cum alii tum
praecipue Burnet atque Schanz peruulgauerunt, nos ipsi,
ubicumque opus erat, denuo scrutati sumus, siue editione
T. W. Allen phototypice reddita! freti siue interdum codice
ipso inspecto. nonnumquam autem accidit ut de textu
codicis ambigatur, quippe cum madore pessime affectus
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