The Bird Story: Connecting Cultural Narratives to a Sustainable Future
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Background Introduction
e

Amidst the global wave of digitalization, university libraries are experiencing a profound transformation. Transforming from traditional book depositories to vibrant

hubs of community culture, libraries require innovative strategies to redefine their roles by merging cultural narratives with Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs).

At the University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC), the integration of library development and the challenge of campus woodland preservation has culminated in
a distinctive practice model centered on the ‘Bird Story’, fostering a sense of cultural connection and ecological awareness.
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Key Insights: How Was the Bird Story Operationalized?
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Space Design - Integrating Nature into the Library
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The "Reading Woods”
organizing each floor around a specific bird species. This design synthesizes

concept incorporates natural elements, thematically

nature and cultural storytelling to foster a harmonious user experience.
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Interior design concept of ‘Reading Woods'
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'‘Rep Birds' of each floor
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Collections Development - Emphasizing Nature and Cultural Education
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Launched nature-themed exhibitions that combined curated special
collections with student-driven projects to offer immersive cultural and

educational experiences.
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‘Bird” Umbrella Rack designed by students
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Themed exhibition with collections

Key Findings and Impacts
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Activities Planning - Encouraging Community Interaction
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Activities, including birdwatching lectures, photography exhibitions, and

nature education, served as platforms for community engagement while
fostering environmental consciousness and cultural identity.
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Bird-themed collage workshop
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Bird watching activity
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Branding - Building a Unique Institutional Identity
B B iE — WIF R HEE

Created bird-themed cultural merchandise, utilizing birds as cultural icons to
amplify the library's brand identity and communicate its foundational values.
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Themed cultural merchandise - lanyard
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Themed cultural merchandise - card holder

Future Prospects and Research Questions
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Fostering Cultural Identity and User Engagement: The narrative and
theme-driven activities substantially enriched users' sense of belonging.
Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Highlighting the efficacy of cross-
disciplinary collaboration in library culture building, leading to innovative,
goal-oriented models.

Addressing Sustainability Goals: The project is closely aligned with the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), showcasing
noteworthy achievements in environmental conservation and youth education.
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Diversity and Internationalization: How can users from diverse cultural
backgrounds be encouraged to engage more deeply?

Tech Enablement: Employing digital tools such as AR and VR to further
enhance narrative forms and reinforce user immersion and engagement.
Evaluating Behavioral Change: How can the long-term impacts of activities
be assessed, particularly concerning users' ecological awareness and
behavioral changes?
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