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The Henry A. Kissinger Papers:
Information Freedom vs. Personal Privacy

Abstract:

Kissinger is considered “a worlc

-renowned strategist and an old

good friend of the Chinese people.” His rich personal papers

constitute an important part of

Kissinger legacies. Kissinger is a

controversial politician in the U.S. His papers, especially the legal
fights over the public and private nature of his telcons was finally
judged by the U.S. Supreme Court. Despite he won, he eventually

returned telecons to federal ins

titutions for public access. This

article mainly examines Kissinger Papers and the legal lawsuits
and analyzes the significant ramifications for expanding the

library's archival resources and
transparency and public access

enhancing government
and research.
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MEMORANDUM OV CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Prime Miniatar Cheou En-lai, Pcople's

Repuhlic of China

Chi Plepg~fai, Acting PRC Toreign
Minieter

Chang Wen-chin, Director, Western Furope

. and American Department, PRC Minivtry

of Foreign Affairs .

Hsuing ITsiang-hul, Secretary to the Prhine
Minisker

T'ang Wen-shen and Chi Chae-chu, Chinese
Interprecters

Chinese Notetakers

Pr. Huary A, Kisaluger, Assistant ta the
President for Nationul Security Affairs
Winstan Lord, Seniar Staff Member, NSG

PLACE: Government Guest House
DATE & TIME: Cretober 26, 1971; 7:00-B:10 a.m.

GENERAL SUBJTCTS: Prisoncl:s, LApnowvncewnents of Trip, Technizal
Mattors

Dr, Wissingrr: Gaod morning My, Prime Minister. It was mosl courteous
of you to mect with us this morning befoxe gur departure, It has beena
mauat pleasnnt etay, and we all regret having to leave,

Before we go, can L raisc some of the practical prabloms that remain?
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TELCON
The Prosidont/Mr. -Kissinger
8:18 p.m., April 27,. 19?! ~= page 6

P

~where the powcr is.

' 'rlﬂnk I can get some oral message to him. *

Yoah. But look at after Laos, the peoplo over two to one thought it
had failed and yet here comes the Chinesc move, the Ping Pong team -
and something more significant that pales that into nothing. It can
have an enormous significance. Well, look, Nelson's tongue made
that statement to Snow. How can we get the Mansfield thing turned of,
I don't know how we can do it but one way we could do it is to invite ‘1

him to go along. ]

No. Why give this to him?

He could go along with me.

He can go o:long with you when you go.

We céuld invite Mansfield and Scott.

If you want to share it with the Democrats.

Share it; the Chinese will treat them very well but they win know

But they actm.ny haven't invited a.nyono yet.

conld you ‘geta mun.ge to him?.

‘rwo weeks away and I wonder if they will move on Mansfield ’betore
then. t . l

No, but they may.

As a temporary action, can you say that the Preddont will be in '
California and -

1 have already told them and tbat a con-trucuve reply will be coming. '

'l! you could add to that, that a.ny other visiu should be held in aboytnc'

until we give our reply.

I will get that across. o '

" There will be many requests and we feel that political rcquosts

Raght, -

Good idea. Okav. Henrv. "K: Rinht, Mr. Prceident.

. - —
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o Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (fE5 B HiE)  (FOIA)

O Privacy Act of 1974 (197442 FAVE)
O Federal Records Act {ERFSHS V4D

O Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press “#7[H H
o Military Audit Project “Z-35 5 2H 2R

O RTEEER. AL (ALY 18 William Safire k-
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O State Department [E 55 B¢
O Library of Congress [E <1
© National Archives and Records Administration [E ZX 4 & Ad <& 3
J5
O National Security Archive CHSZERAIHIM)D E K 22 &R,

AxaN
S

A e R

O United States Supreme Court. Kissinger v. Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press, 445 U.S. 136 (1980). Z&F#%1F “¥HrE H Hid
HRRS"R (445 U.S. 136, 1980)
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Judge orders Aurora Police Department to
release unedited bodycam footage of fatal
police shooting
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